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Annual Meeting Sunday Afternoon, January 28 
The annual meeting of the Harwinton Historical Society will be held on Sunday, January 28th 2018 
from 1 to 3 p.m. at the Harwinton Senior Center, 209 Weingart Road.  Annual reports will be 
available and there will be election of officers.  All board members and officers listed on page 2 of 
this newsletter have agreed to be considered for re-election for 2018.  Additional nominations 
may also be made at the meeting.   
 
The afternoon will begin with refreshments including pizza and dessert followed by a brief 
business meeting and program by the town historian.  Snow date is Sunday, February 4, same 
time and location. 

Program: “The Year Without a Summer” 

Following the business meeting, Town Historian Roger Plaskett will present a program “1816: The 
Year Without a Summer.” The year is also referred to as “the poverty year” when plantings froze, 
were replanted, and froze again. The same year a severe drought combined with bad weather to 
wreak havoc on Connecticut.  Learn more about what happened that year and the deadly impact it 
had on the town of Harwinton. 
 
NOTE: In order to provide adequate refreshments, it would be helpful to know how many will 
be attending the annual meeting.  Please send an email to harwhistsoc@gmail.com or call 
860-482-7978 if you plan to be there. 

______________________________________________ 

 

Inventor Thomas Edison made the first public demonstration of 
his incandescent light bulb on December 31, 1879, in Menlo 
Park, New Jersey. It was during this time that he said: "We will 
make electricity so cheap that only the rich will burn candles." 
Read about electricity coming to Harwinton on page 4. 
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          Sunday, Jan. 7th -2 to 4 – Harwinton Library 

               “Connecticut in the Civil War” 
On Sunday, Jan. 7th from 2 to 4 p.m. at the Harwinton 
Library, Associate Professor of History Hamish Lutris will 

describe how Connecticut provided a greater percentage of 
its citizens as Union manpower than any other state during 
the Civil War. Connecticut soldiers and sailors underwent 
triumph and tragedy in every theater of operation in the 
war. In addition, Connecticut was the arsenal of the Union, 
with factories producing uniforms, guns, and equipment 
for the in unheard of profusion, making Union armies the 
best-equipped in human history until that time. Professor 

Lutris paints a portrait of Connecticut in the Civil War, a 
contradictory picture of a state on the cusp of change, 

though struggling to retain a way of life rapidly fading into 
a bucolic past. 
 
          Saturday Jan. 20th – 2 to 4 – Harwinton Library 

                      “General Robert E. Lee” 
Long regarded as one of the greatest military generals in 
history, Robert E. Lee has also generated lively debate 
among historians in recent years.  This dignified Virginian, 
who served as the brilliant commander of the Army of 
Northern Virginia during the Civil War, often defeated 

Union armies twice his size.  Yet, he was neither a staunch 
supporter of slavery, nor of secession. Join Dr. Karl Valois 

of the University of Connecticut for a discussion of the life 

and times of Robert E. Lee. 

          Sunday Feb. 25th - 2 to 4- Harwinton Library 

                        “Accused of Witchcraft” 
While many people cast aspersions at the history of the 

supernatural, it is an undisputed fact that our Litchfield 

County Ancestors believed they had neighbors that were 

witches.  In most cases the women who were accused of 

witchcraft fell outside what society expected from their 

gender. Author Peter Vermilyea will discuss the lives of 

four 18th century residents accused of witchcraft and the 

possible motivations behind the accusations. 

           ****************************  
A Bit of TRIVIA 

     When did the first English settlers arrive in Connecticut? 
                                                   Answer on page 5 
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Looking Back in Harwinton History by Joyce Peck 

MEMORIES OF PAST WINTERS ï A DIFFERENT SCENE     

 

January and winter are upon us! Early Harwinton winter life was vastly different from today's, especially 

now that central heating, electricity, heavy duty snow-related equipment and large line items in town 

budgets for snow removal have come into being.   

 
¶ The late Lloyd T. Shanley Jr., the town's second official historian, found the following 1917 

newspaper clipping about a Harwinton town meeting in the VonTobel scrapbooks:  

 "... the Selectmen's report showed that $400 had been spent for the work (of clearing snow from 

highways) during the past year. Some of the voters asked what had become of the money, 

claiming that they had shoveled out their roads but had received no remuneration therefore.... It 

was decided that hereafter nobody will be paid for clearing snow from the roads. The opinion of 

the meeting was that any resident who was not public spirited enough to dig out the road by his 

premises might as well stay snowed in for the winter." 

 

¶ "Sometimes we would arrive by train from Waterbury at the East Litchfield (train) station and be 

met by my grandfather in his horse and buggy, or sled in wintertime."  

From Arthur Kelley in the "On Kelley Pond" excerpt from "Campville Chronicles: An 

Oral History of the People of Harwinton, Connecticut," compiled and edited by Romily 

Cochrane Cofrancesco. 

 

¶ In "Vignettes" (a compilation of stories written by Shanley and assembled by five members of 

the Historical Society) Shanley recalled winter in his childhood Depression-era days: 

 " Following the lesser snow storms, such as the one that had fallen the night before, the town's 

single lane 'dirt' roads were usually left unplowed. Vehicles merely broke a trail through new 

snow or drove in the tracks or ruts left by others who had gone before. Those were the days of 

tire chains." 

 

¶ George Griben, in Cofrancesco's book recalled Kelley Pond during the Depression.  

"You could keep meat in an icehouse (sic) for several months. Mr. Kelley across the street 

(Route 118) had an icehouse (sic).  It was about three stories high, insulated with sawdust twelve 

inches thick and piled with 50-, 60- or 100-pound blocks ... All the neighbors around helped cut 

the ice on Kelley Pond and haul it to the icehouse. It was expected in return that they could have 

use of the ice all year round."  

 

¶ Marion Gunn Wilcox Painter (also in Cofrancesco's "Chronicles") talked about her dad and life 

in the Campville section of Harwinton where she was born and raised. "He always went barefoot 

from early spring till as late in the fall as he could - first snowfall probably. In the winter, he 

wore boots with felt liners, which mother made out of scraps of old coats. Also, he knitted his 

own wool socks. During World War I ... he did his part by knitting socks for soldiers through the 

Red Cross."                                                                               Memories, continues on page 4 
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Memories of Past Winters in Harwinton  

continued from page 3 

¶ Alice Slate in "Campville Chronicles" recalled her school days 

at Campville District School. "Generally we went home to 

lunch, but if it was bad weather, we might take lunch to school. 

Back in those days, we had SNOW! ... There used to be a sharp 

little hill just down the road and it dropped down until it was 

almost level with the little pond. That flat would fill in with 

snow from stone wall to stone wall, bank to bank, solid, so that when we kids went to school, a 

lota times we'd climb up and walk along the drifts stead of going in the road. But I can't 

remember we ever missed a day of school." 

 

¶ The winters of 1818 and 1819 apparently were so cold that members at town meetings in those 

years voted to allow men to wear their hats indoors.  Shanley noted, "In the 'old days,' the rules 

about male head wear must have been very strict, judging from an official action taken during a 

Town Meeting of Dec. 7, 1818, and again on Nov. 8, 1829. "It can be gathered from these votes 

that the weather was extreme and/or that there was little or no heat for the townsmen to share 

during their meetings at the old 'Town House'. Hats and caps would not have been worn during 

such important gatherings without good cause. It would have been unseemly and disrespectful to 

do so!" 

 

The Barn Corner by David Ryan 

LIGHTING PART 2:  ELECTRICITY COMES TO HARWINTON  
     As the 20th century began, Harwinton people 

used kerosene lamps for light in their homes and 

kerosene lanterns for their barns.  Examples of 

these are on display in the Historical Society’s 

barn museum.  Nearby, however, is an electric 

toaster, symbolic of major change that was 

about to occur to lighting with the introduction 

of the electric light bulb.  This not only 

transformed lighting, but it improved many 

other aspects of farm and home life as well. 

     Electricity on a "broad" scale was brought 

into Harwinton in 1927 by the Litchfield Power 

and Light Company.  The power source was 

tapped into the line near East Litchfield 

Road.  It was to extend into Harwinton for about 

7 miles.  Approximately 70 families were 

scheduled to be connected.  Nine or 10 men 

were to work on the line, with a plan to 

complete it by late February or early March of 

1927.  The cost was about $25,000 and it would 

carry about 1,600 volts. 

     Despite the opportunity for change, about a 

dozen families wanted to keep their old 

kerosene lamps, and a few (3 or 4) had 

developed their own independent power system. 

It is said that one of those resisting was Frank 

Thompson who was living on Locust Road (in 

what I know as the “Castro House”).  Frank had 

a system of batteries in his cellar. He kept them 

charged by using an internal combustion engine 

called a "one-lunger," and felt this was 

sufficient for his needs. 

     The introduction of the electric light bulb 

was wildly successful.  By 1927 a bulb with a 

screw-in base, developed by inventor Thomas 

Edison, became the standard.  Since that time, 

many improvements to electric lighting have 

come about, and as we know, are still going on. 
Sources consulted: Roger Plaskett -  newspaper article, Don Smith ï interview  Early Lighting: A 

Pictorial Guide
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Shelf of “Harwinton Maple” 
 
Historical Society member Larry Connors, right,  
hangs a shelf in the society’s office at the Skinner 
House.  Larry fashioned the shelf of “Harwinton 
Maple” from the Jonathan Sederquist family’s 
“Deeply Rooted Farms” on Route 72 (Terryville 
Road).  Larry donated his time and talents to create 
the shelf, which will hold a Hopkins and Alfred Clock 
donated to the Historical Society by members of the 
Thierry family.  The clock has been cleaned by 
Historical Society Board of Directors member Mike 
Orefice.   
 
 

 
 

Answer to Trivia Question from page 2 
The first English settlers arrived at the plantations of Windsor, Hartford and Wethersfield in 1636. 

 

Society Plans to Offer Scholarship 

The Historical Society will offer a $1,000 scholarship this year. A four-member committee is finalizing 

the criteria and application process, which will be announced soon.  The scholarship committee 

includes Historical Society members Bruce Burnett, Nancy Schnyer, Eleanor Woike and Martha Lecko. 

Funding for the scholarship will come from the Annual Appeal donations and fund-raising activities. 

Anyone interested in receiving an application may send an email to harwhistsoc@gmail.com. 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Interested in renewing your membership or becoming a new member of the Harwinton 

Historical Society?  Send the $15 annual membership fee to PO Box 84, Harwinton, CT 

06791. Please include your name, address, phone number and email addr ess.  

 

Name: _______________________________________________________  

 

Address: _____________________________________________________  

 

Phone:  __________________________  Cell Phone: ___________________________  

 

Email: _______________________________________________________________________ 
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